THE MEETING WITH THE 'MISSI DOMINIC^

of Chaitanyaism. During the Brahmanic renaissance,
the Mahayanists retired to Nepal and other Buddhist
strongholds in the Himalayas, but the dregs and scum of
that monkish order were left behind ; they embraced a
perverted form of Vaishnavism and took the name of the
Sahajiyas. The feeble remnants of Buddhism survived not
only among the Sahajiyas but also among the Sufis, and
they may be detected even in the rituals of the Christian
Church. Some scholars opine that the Radha-Krishna
cult in its perversion was introduced into the Tantriks, both I
Hindu and Buddhist, before Sree Chaitanya had purged!
it of its grosser features in the fifteenth century. j
Vaishnavism and Buddhism thus formed an unnatural
and unwholesome mixture, and it was neither fish nor
flesh. The result was the Sahajiyas, who felt the need for
exclusivism so much that, despite the universal character
of their order, a Buddhistic vestige, they kept themselves
secluded with their esoteric language, called the Sandhya
Bhasa and rather out-of-the-way manners. The Sahajiyas
like the Tantriks passed through a process of Yogic
Sadhana to acquire some psychic and occult powers, and
they put a premium upon the regulation of the breath for
the training of their body. It is interesting to enquire
why Vijaykrishna, who had tolerance for all sects, joined
the Sahajiyas, and not the other religious societies. The
special attraction that Vijaykrishna might have towards
the Sahajiyas, was that they broke through the trammels of
caste and the zenana, which established a spiritual
affinity between them and the Brahmo Samaj. Moreover,!
the Sahajiya sect had a link with Chaitanyaism and, at the J
same time, had none of that sectarian outlook that
characterizes hidebound religious societies in our country.
The Sahajiyas comprised the Kartabhajas, the Bauls,
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